
Interstellar: A Space Travesty

We watched Interstellar last night. It is a waste of a good cast.
The filmmakers should have traded two actors and a future draft
pick for a competent writer.

The premise is that a blight is destroying Earth's food crops
one by one. Okra just bit the dust, leaving only corn. Corn will be the
next to go, so there's a food crisis. The world's residents must find a
new planet or face extinction or a really boring diet.

The movie's hero is Tom Cooper (Matthew McConaughey), a
really smart guy and a former NASA pilot. Now retired from NASA
he just wants to be a farmer. He lives with his crusty father-in-law
(John Lithgow), whose only role is to appear from time to time to
give Tom unsolicited advice. Tom's daughter, Murph (Jessica
Chastain, Mackenzie Foy, Ellen Burstyn) is as smart as her father.
During the course of the film, she goes from high school to Ph.D. to
dead; hence the three actors.

Tom and Murph are together one day when a storm blows dust
into the house. Tom is headed for the broom when Murph notices
that the dust is no ordinary dust. It spells out a pair of global
coordinates in Morse code, which of course Murph can decipher at a
glance. The coordinates belong to a place nearby. Tom and Murph
drive the pickup over to check it out.

They arrive to find a facility they never knew existed. The head
of the place is Professor Brand (Michael Caine), Tom's former
physics professor. He has spent his whole life working to prove his
theory about gravity. Actually, he had learned ten years earlier that
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his theory was nonsense. Nonetheless he makes his unproven
theory the basis for his plan to save our species.

The plan is to send a spaceship to search the universe for a
planet that has oxygen and everything else necessary to grow okra.
He wants Tom to pilot the spacecraft because he was an ace with
NASA and because he is a snappy dresser in a folksy sort of way.
We are not told when Tom last flew or whether he is familiar with
Professor Brand's spacecraft. Suffice it to say that he's ready.

Tom is disinclined to leave the farm to go planet shopping until
he learns that Dr. Brand's daughter, Amelia (Anne Hathaway) will
be along for the ride. Like her father Amelia has a Ph.D. Unlike her
father she has impeccable hair, no doubt frequently ministered to
during the shoot. I suspect she has other womanly assets, but they
are regrettably concealed by her bulky flight suit.

During the flight Tom talks to LARS, the ship's computer. (LARS
is an acronym for Like a Rolling Stone, which shows that the writer
was old enough to remember Bob Dylan). When Tom and other
crew members leave the spaceship to look for okra, LARS comes
along as a weird pair of boxy metal legs. He is a speedy runner;
think gazelle with birth defects. With no upper body LARS looks like
The Invisible Man with his shirt off.

One of my fellow reviewers praised the film for its fidelity to
science. I am not qualified to say whether that's true, but I suspect
that the characters' chatter about relativity, black holes, and such is
laughably inaccurate.
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We are told that time moves differently in a spacecraft
traveling near the speed of light. Drastically different. Fifteen
minutes aboard such an impossibly fast ship is equivalent to
fifty-three years on earth. So a visit to the gents takes a really long
time, either because of relativity or because of serious constipation.

There is, of course, action to show us what a terrific pilot Tom
is. Using a simple countdown from three (On my mark …) Tom and
the crew execute a perfectly timed maneuver to avoid a black hole
twice the size of a Boston pothole.

By the end of the movie I was too bored and tired to pay
attention. Therefore I can't give a good account of the end. I do
remember Tom, still apparently the same twenty something who
left earth next to a hospital bed. The guest of honor is Murph who
looks to be about ninety-seven. and is dying.

When I was a kid in elementary school, we had to stand up
and deliver reviews of books we had just read. Invariably, the
review's final line was, "I highly recommend this book." I can't bring
myself to end this review with that line.
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